We are quickly approaching the end of 2" term in school.
It has been a busy term full of exciting events for all clas-
ses. It is hard to believe Junior Infants have completed 7
months in school and our 6™ class have only 3 months left
in Primary School. | now feel very settled into life in St.
Brigid’s and am thoroughly enjoying my new role as part
of a wonderful team in such a magnificent school.

The high standard of discipline and good behaviour that
we aspire towards in St. Brigid’s continues to create a
very happy school environment. Consistent support from
parents in promoting good manners, respect, awareness
of the needs of others and accepting responsibility for
our own behaviour is hugely important in helping us
achieve our goals and ensuring the boys continue to learn
and grow.

Parent’s Corner

Sincere thanks to all families for the wonderful support
we have received so far this year in the form of Voluntary
Contributions.

We would like to thank you for so generously giving up
your time so far this year to accompany the boys on
various trips, outings, and to the Church for Sacramental
preparations. The next school term will be very busy with
school tours, sports day and First Holy Communion. We
look for your continued support with providing additional
supervision in term 3.

We request that the boys or their parents do not enter a
teacher’s classroom in the morning before school if the
teacher is not present. If you wish to speak to a teacher
before school please knock on the door and if they are
not present please wait at the line for them.

Absences

We ask parents not to phone the school when a boy is
absent. A written note, by way of explanation, when the
boy returns to school, is sufficient. Absence slips are
provided at the back of your child’s homework journal.
The school should be informed in writing in advance of a
planned absence. Please note when a child’s absence
reaches 20 days the National Education Welfare Board
must be informed by the school authorities.

Uniforms

It is our school policy that the boys wear the full school
uniform at all times-unless excused on particular
occasions. On P.E. days the school tracksuit and t-shirt
should be worn. Jerseys are not permitted.
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Food

We aim to promote a positive attitude to healthy eating
habits here in the school. Therefore a fruit break should
be the norm for the morning break and a wholesome/
healthy lunch for lunchtime. Milk is available should your
child drink milk-otherwise water should be the alterna-
tive.

School Times

The official school starting time is 8.55am. We expect
children to be in time for class. The school gates are
opened to avoid leaving children on the footpath outside.
However, some children arrive to the school far too early
and are left in the yard without parental supervision.
Supervision begins at 08.45 and children should not
arrive at school prior to this without parental supervision.

Contact Details

Please ensure you inform the school of any changes to
your contact details. Changes in mobile numbers, e-mail
addresses and home address should be communicated to
the school in writing.

School events

5" and 6" class have been busy with
Pilate’s classes this term. The boys
have thoroughly enjoyed it and they
are making great progress. Sincere
thanks to Edel Duffy for so kindly
offering her services.

Dance classes with Kevin have concluded for another
year. All classes have now completed a 6 week block with
Kevin covering the dance strand of the PE curriculum. The
boys have thoroughly enjoyed these classes and we hope
you have enjoyed their performances.
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Seachtain na Gaeilge took place in St. Brigid’s from March
13" - 16™. There were lots of fun events and activities
organised throughout the whole week to encourage to
boys to speak ‘as Gaeilge’. Seachtain na Gaeilge
concluded with ‘L4 Glas’ and a concert in the hall where
all classes performed a variety of songs and poems as
Gaeilge. The boys in 5" and 6™ class impressed, playing a
number of traditional Irish tunes on the tinwhistle under
the guidance of Pat O’Connor. A boy from each class was
awarded, ‘Gaeilgeoir na Seachtaine’ for their efforts in
speaking Irish all week. We also had a visit from scealai
Konor O hAlpin who entertained the boys with Irish
stories, myths and legends.

Ms. McMahon’s 2™ class or-
dered their free, ‘Grow and Sow’
kit online. The boys have been
growing cress seeds, baby
carrots and green beans in their
classroom. The boys seem to
have green fingers and the
plants are thriving. Each week
Ms. Mahon chooses a grower
of the week for the tallest plant,
Ciaran Stephenson Wong was
the latest winner of this coveted
title!

Senior Infants have been very
busy learning about electricity
= recently. The boys now know

\ about the different types of
@ electricity and the uses and
dangers of it. Most importantly,
the boys had great fun building
electrical circuits.
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The 100" day of the school year took
place in February. Many of the classes
celebrated this day by carrying out
fun activities in their classes to mark
the boys being 100 days smarter!

A Cake Sale was organised by John
Sheanon and his 4™ class boys. This was
to raise money for a building project in
Zambia where Mr. Sheanon will be
working this summer. Thank you to all
the boys and you the parents for the

# tremendous support received. Over
€2,800 was raised for this very worthy
= cause.
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The Parent Teacher meetings for Junior and Senior
Infants were held this term. It was a great opportunity to
discuss all the work that is carried out in the Infant
Department. The Senior Infant teachers piloted an online
booking system for their parent teacher meetings this
year. This proved to be very successful and time efficient.
We hope to extend this scheme to all classes next year!

1% and 2™ classes are thoroughly enjoying their year of
swimming in Castle Park. With only a few weeks left after
Easter we would like to thank the parent volunteers for
attending swimming with us each week. | would like to
take this opportunity to remind the parents of Senior
Infant boys that your sons will be attending swimming
lessons in 1% class. It would be very helpful if you could
take them swimming over the next few months to get
them used to being in the water, improve their
confidence and increase their independence for dressing
and undressing. This greatly benefits them in September
and ensures they get the maximum benefit from the
lessons.

This year St. Brigid’s have put forward two teams for the
Leinster School’s Tennis League. The following boys have
been selected for the teams: Tom Long, Evan Kemp,
Killian Walsh, James Quinn, Luke Fitzpatrick, Christopher
Schacken, Peter Fitzsimons, Luke Lysaght Walsh, Conor
McFarland, Ben Carroll, Jake Murphy, Robert Walsh,
Jakub Kryszczak and Joan Pablo Serrano. A big thank you
to Rita Delaney for coordinating the trials and entering
the teams, and also to Jane Long and Clodagh Lowry who
will be acting as parent captains to the teams. We wish
both teams best of luck in the competition!

School outings

Mr Conefrey and his 5th nm
Class boys took partin & b
the annual RDS Primary =5
Science Fair in January.
The boys had carried
out extensive research
on their topic 'Did You
Know That Some Foods
Can Trick Our Taste
Buds?’ They finally decided to opt for an experiment
using artichokes, and the effect they have on the taste of
water. The judges were very impressed, not only with the
level of knowledge displayed by the boys on the day, but
also their overall ability to communicate and engage their
audience. Well done to Mr Conefrey and all the boys
involved.
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Mr. Sheanon’s 4" class had a very exciting trip to Google
in Grand Canal Dock and the Natural History Museum.
The boys thoroughly enjoyed this trip and we may have
many future Google employees coming from St. Brigid’s
BNS! Mr. Duignan’s class will be following in their
footsteps and visiting Google after the Easter break.
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On Friday March 31" the Irish Naval Service were
awarded an Honorary Freedom of Entry into the County.
The award ceremony took place at Dun Laoghaire
Harbour and the boys in 3" class were very fortunate to
attend this ceremony. While this newsletter is going to
print the boys are eagerly anticipating another trip. On
Wednesday April 5™, 3" class will visit Casement
Aerodrome in Baldonnel, Ireland’s military airport. We
hope the boys and their teachers have a great day.

Round of Applause

Ms. Quinn and Ms. McMahon'’s 2™ classes completed the
Write-A-Book Project during the month of February. Both
pupils and teachers enjoyed the creative process very
much and the boys were very proud of the books they
produced. Five boys were highly commended for their
work — Jack Lewis Kelly, Matthew Dooley, Joe O’Shea,
Ewan Mason and Eoin O’Herlihy. The overall winner in
Ms. Quinn’s class was Mark Byrne and from Ms.
McMahon's class was James Smyth. Mark and James
were invited to an award ceremony in Blackrock
Education Centre. Well done to all the boys, their
teachers and Ms. Cooke for her role in co-ordinating the
project.

70 boys from 4™, 5™ and 6™ class did St. Brigid’s proud
when they took part in the Annual Cross Country Race is
St. Enda’s Park earlier this month. St. Brigid’s placed first
in the team event and brought the trophy back to Mart
Lane for the 5" year a row. Well done to all the boys who
participated on the day and a special mention to Peter
Falvey, Joe Doody, Jack Joyce and Danny Morton who
finished in the top 10 out of 400 boys. A big thank you to
Ms. Mc McAdam, Mr Coleman, Mr. Conefrey and Ms.
Ryan for helping to prepare the boys for this event.
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By Ramsey Cardy

The St. Brigid’s under 12’s rugby team had a very special
day in the RDS recently. The boys were flagbearers at the
Leinster vs Cardiff match and played the half-time game
against New Ross. The Brigid’s Boys dominated on the
pitch with all the action at their try line for the entire
match. The boys scored a great try, giving them a 1-0
victory. The school was very well represented in the RDS
with many parents, siblings, teachers and friends
cheering on the boys.

\

WA AR
\}\>\\ LN \V

4"‘\\\‘,,//;

This year, St. Brigid’s have two soccer teams taking part in
the Dublin League. Mr. Burke and Mr. Devine coach one
team, who are currently defending their Dublin title from
2016. They have been competing very well so far, winning
one cup and one league game. Mr. Coleman coaches the
2" team, made up of 6" class boys. This league is the last
opportunity for many of the 6" class boys to represent a
St. Brigid’s team in a school event. We wish both teams
good luck in their remaining matches.

Well done to Oscar Sun, 6™ class, who won a gold medal
for his performance in the under 12 piano solo
competition run by DIT. His classmate Liam Molly, also
won a gold medal for being part of the team that placed
1% in the under 14 relay team event run by the Athletic
Association of Ireland.

Congratulations to Ms. Angela Hayes who has been
appointed Deputy Principal here in St. Brigid’s. We wish
Ms. Hayes all the best in her new position.

St. Patrick’s Day was a great day for
4™ class teacher, Mr. John Sheanon.
Mr. Sheanon was part of the Cuala
hurling team who won the All
Ireland Club Hurling Final in Croke
Park. Well done to Mr. Sheanon and
the team.

Religious Celebrations

Catholic Schools Week took place in early February. This
year the boys became very involved in the activities with
boys from 6" class reading out prayers on the intercom
each day. A school mass was held on the 1* of February
to celebrate St. Brigid’s Day. This was a lovely occasion
with boys from all classes taking part.

We celebrated Grandparent’s Day as part of Catholic
School’s Week for the first time this year. It was a
fantastic day for all involved with Grandparents of our
Junior Infant boys travelling from near and far to visit us.
We are already looking forward to Grandparents Day next
year!




Term 2 has been an extremely busy term in school for the
boys in 2 class, 6" class; their teachers Ms. Quinn, Ms
McMahon, Ms. Hayes, Ms. Cadogan; their SNAs Ms. Cos-
tello, Ms. Ryan, Ms. Nugent and of course for Fr. Aquinas.
Sincere thanks to all the school staff, Fr. Aquinas and the
many parents who helped out by bringing boys to and
from the Church and serving teas and coffees after the
ceremony.

The boys in 6 class celebrated the Ceremony of Light in
February — a lovely, peaceful occasion in the Church
surrounded by beautiful candlelight.

On 31* March the boys received their Confirmation, a
very special occasion for all involved. We were all very
proud of the boys who have been so busy preparing for
the day. The artwork was beautiful and the boys carried
out their duties to perfection. A big thank you to Ms.
Cadogan and Ms. Hayes for all their hard work, to our
SNAs Ms. Ryan and Ms. Nugent and to Pauline. The choir
and soloists performed beautifully under the guidance of
Ms. O’Sullivan and Ms. Singleton.

The boys in 2" class received their First Penance in
March. This was a very special night for the boys and an
important step towards receiving their First Holy
Communion on May 13th.

Car Parking

With summer fast approaching and hopes for better
weather, we encourage parents to walk to school during
the summer term. This alleviates much of the traffic and
stress for all parties involved! If driving please abide by
the unofficial one way system which works very well. We
ask parents to park safely and legally and to show respect
for the local residents.

Mobile Phones and Social Media

The use of mobile phones and social media is increasingly
becoming an issue among the boys in the senior classes.
In recent months a number of incidents have been
brought to the schools attention, where messages have
been sent containing inappropriate content and hurtful
or rude comments.

As a school, we are doing our best to ensure the safe use
of mobile phones and social media by educating the boys
on responsible behaviour and implementing a strict
mobile phone policy. However, it is essential that all
parents play a part in this, as these incidents are
occurring outside of school time but are having an impact
on school life. It is recommended that parents monitor
their son’s use of their mobile phone and social media
accounts. Parents should check the content which is
being sent and received on their son’s phone on a regular
basis.

The boys in 5™ and 6" class will be receiving a, ‘Stay Safe
Online’ workshop after Easter which will teach them how
to act responsibly online. All parents should speak to
their son about this topic regularly and be mindful that
the legal age for having Facebook, Twitter and other
similar social media accounts in Ireland is 13. Below are
some links to websites which will help inform you on how
you can keep your child safe online.

www.webwise.ie

http://www.saferinternetday.ie/2015/01/download-
family-e-safety-kit/

http://www.npc.ie/training-page.aspx?contentid=9230

Looking ahead to Term 3

Term 3 is already shaping up to be a very busy term! With
school tours, sports day, our annual Book Fair, sporting
events, First Holy Communion and the 6™ Class Gradua-
tion Mass to look forward too.

With so many fun events planned, we ask parents to be
mindful that it is also a busy term in school for
completing the Curriculum at each class level. Your son
will also complete his Standardised Tests for the school
year in Term 3. These are important educational events
and we ask parents to refrain from taking their children
out of school for holidays during term time.

As a staff we are busy preparing to launch a new school
website, hopefully before the summer holidays! We look
forward to being able to keep you updated on all of the
exciting news and events from St. Brigid’s Boys’ School on
a regular basis.
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